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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the following claims as indicated. 

1. (currently amended) A fram e structur e subframe for a vehicle trailer, said fram e 
structur e subframe including: 

a) a pair of spaced-apart, parallel^ elongated and longitudinally extending main 
members; 

b) a pair of hangers, each one of said hangers being attached to and depending from 
a respective one of said main members: a pair of spac e d apart, parallel transv e rs e cross m e mb e rs 
e xt e nding b e tw ee n and being attached to said main m e mbers; and 

c) at least one transverse cross member extending perpendicularly between and 
being attached to said main members: an d a v e rtically disposed brace structure e xt e nding 
b e tw ee n and b e ing attached to said main memb e rs and to a pair of hangers which ar e attached to 
and depend from th e main memb e rs. 

d) a vertically disposed brace structure extending between and being attached to said 
main members and to said pair of hangers. 

2. (previously amended) The frame structure of claim 1, in which at least one 
horizontally disposed brace structure extends between and is attached to said main members. 

3. (previously amended) The frame structure of claim 2, in which said horizontally 
disposed brace structures includes a generally cross or X shape. 

4. (currently amended) The frame structure of claim 1, in which a pair of said vertically 
disposed eress-brace structures extends between and areis attached to said main members and 
said hangers; in which each one of said vertically disposed eress-brace structures includes a pair 
of diagonal cross members; and in which each of said v e rtical diagonal cross members extends 
between and is mounted on respective ones of said main members and said hangers. 

5. (original) The frame structure of claim 3, in which a reinforcement box is attached to 
each of said main members adjacent to and rearwardly of each of the ends of each one of a pair 
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of diagonal cross members of said horizontally disposed cross-brace structure; and in which each 
of the ends of each of said horizontal diagonal cross members is mounted on said main members 
adjacent to respective ones of said hangers. 

6. (original) The frame structure of claim 2, in which a reinforcement bracket is attached 
to each of said main members adjacent to each of the ends of each of said transverse cross 
members; and in which each of the ends of each of the transverse cross members is attached to a 
respective one of said reinforcement brackets. 

7. (original) The frame structure of claim 6, in which at least one hanger is attached to 
and depends from each of said main members for mounting at least one axle/suspension system 
on the frame structure; and in which an air spring of said axle/suspension system is mounted on 
and depends from each of said main members adjacent to a respective one of the ends of a 
respective one of said transverse cross members. 

8. (original) The frame structure of claim 7, in which an upper end of each one of a pair 
of shock absorbers of said axle/suspension system is attached to a respective one of said 
transverse cross members. 

9. (original) The frame structure of claim 1, in which said frame is a subframe structure 
movably mounted on spaced-apart, parallel elongated rails mounted on the bottom of said trailer; 
in which said main members each include means for movably engaging a selected one of said 
trailer rails; and in which said subframe structure includes means for selectively positioning the 
subframe structure relative to the trailer frame for facilitating load distribution. 

10. (original) The frame structure of claim 9, in which said means for movably engaging 
respective ones of said trailer rails is a pair of spaced-apart rail guides mounted on an outboard 

surface of each of said main members; in which said rail guides slidably engage said trailer rails; 
and in which a low-friction material is mounted on generally the entire uppermost surface of 
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each of said main members to facilitate slidable movement of said subframe structure on said 
trailer rails. 

11. (original) The frame structure of claim 9, in which said means for selectively 
positioning said subframe structure relative to said trailer is a retractable pin mechanism. 

12. (original) The frame structure of claim 9, in which said subframe structure is formed 

of steel. 

13. (previously presented) The frame structure of claim 1, in which said vertically 
disposed brace structure includes a generally cross or X shape. 

14. (currently amended) The frame structure of claim 13, in which a pair of said 
vertically disposed cross b race structures extends between and areis attached to said main 
members and said hangers; in which each one of said vertically disposed eress-brace structures 
includes a pair of diagonal cross members; and in which each of said v e rtical diagonal cross 
members extends between and is moxmted on respective ones of said main members and said 
hangers. 

15. (previously presented) A frame structure for a vehicle trailer, said frame structure 
including: 

a) a pair of spaced-apart, parallel elongated and longitudinally extending main 
members; 

b) a pair of spaced-apart, parallel transverse cross members extending between and 
being attached to said main members; 

c) a horizontally disposed brace structure having a generally cross or X shape and 
extending between and being attached to said main members; and 

d) at least one vertically disposed brace structure having a generally cross or X shape 
and extending between and being attached to said main members and to a pair of hangers which 
are attached to and depend from the main members. 
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16. (previously presented) A frame structure for a vehicle trailer, said frame structure 
including: 

a) a pair of spaced-apart, parallel elongated and longitudinally extending main 
members; 

b) a pair of spaced-apart, parallel transverse cross members extending between and 
being attached to said main members; 

c) a horizontally disposed brace structure having a generally cross or X shape and 
extending between and being attached to said main members; and 

d) a pair of vertically disposed cross-brace structiu-es having a generally cross or X 
shape, and extending between and being attached to said main members and to a pair of hangers 
which are attached to and depend from the main members, each one of said vertically disposed 
cross-brace structures including a pair of diagonal cross members extending between and being 
mounted on respective ones of said main members and said hangers. 

17. (previously presented) A frame structure for a vehicle trailer, said frame structure 
including: 

a) a pair of spaced-apart, parallel elongated and longitudinally extending main 
members; 

b) a pair of spaced-apart, parallel transverse cross members extending between and 
being attached to said main members; 

c) a horizontally disposed brace structure having a generally cross or X shape and 
extending between and being attached to said main members; 

d) at least one vertically disposed brace structure having a generally cross or X shape 
and extending between and being attached to said main members and to a pair of hangers which 
are attached to and depend from the main members; and 

e) a reinforcement box attached to each of said main members adjacent to and 
rearwardly of each of the ends of each one of a pair of diagonal cross members of said 
horizontally disposed cross-brace structure, wherein each of the ends of each of said horizontal 
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diagonal cross members is moxmted on said main members adjacent to respective ones of said 



hangers. 



